
 

 
Navigating United States Naturalization Records

Naturalization is the process by which a native or citizen of one country becomes a citizen of a 
different country. Immigrants to the United States have never been required to apply for 
citizenship. Some began the naturalization process to become a citizen, but never completed it. 
This class will teach the process of naturalization, relevant time periods, records, and websites.

Colonial Period to 1790  

Types of Naturalization 
 

 
 

Colonial Naturalization Index (index to published naturalization records):  
Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, 1500s–1900s, 

 

1790 to 1906 Time Period    

1790 Naturalization Law 

Declaration of Intention 

Petition 



  
 

Oath of Allegiance 

Content of Naturalization Records (1790–1906) 

After 1906  
Immigration and Naturalization Service 

Content of Naturalization Records After 1906 

Records with U.S. 
Citizenship & Immigration 
Services (USCIS) 
C-Files 

 
Alien Registration Form 

  



  
 

Alien Files or A-Files  

Aliens born before 1913: Records now at 
Kansas City National Archives Branch and San Bruno National Archives Branch.  Use the 
National Archives Catalog to search for a name: https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog  

Visa Files 

Registry Files 
 

Naturalization Exceptions – Explaining Lack of Naturalization Records 
Collective Naturalization 

Women and Children 

derivative citizenship

Military 

How to Find Naturalization Records 

  



  
 

Naturalization Index and Record Collections Online 
 FamilySearch

 Fold3 
 Ancestry 
 Online Searchable Naturalization Records and Indexes  

:

Ordering Naturalization Records 
 District Court records (declarations and petitions): National Archives and Regional 

Archives  

 USCIS A-files: 
o National Archives 

o National Archives 

 USCIS files (all but A-files): USCIS 

 Naturalization records (declarations and petitions):

 FamilySearch wiki - more information about U.S. naturalization: 
 

                     Census Clues about Naturalization 

1900 to 1930 Federal census

 
  
 
 

 

1940 Federal census

 
 
 
 
 


